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the 4th day and the other is in the month of Panguni again
on the 4th day. The peculiar inexplicable fact is that when
this stone idol is moved out of the sannidhi into the mandapa,
four persons are able to lift him; but later as the idol moves
with the utsava vigraha on it, each end which was lifted by
one person previously, slowly needs four, later eight and finally
sixteen. Thus, the stone vahanam initially lifted by four people
is later carried by sixty four people. There is no explanation as
to how and why the same Garuda becomes heavier as the divine
procession progresses round the streets of this temple town.
Another peculiar feature of this pilgirm centre is that the
paramapada vasal which in all vaishnavite temples is on the
northern side is facing south in this temple.
Yet another unique feature is that there is no separate
sannidhi for the Nachiyar. Goddess is seen along with the
moolavar in the garbagriha. She is standing on the right side of
the God. It is said that in no other divya desam do we see the
Goddess standing along with the Perumal in the moolasthanam.
The utsava vigraha of Srinivasa Perumal also has only
Vanjula valli Thayar by his side. In this divya desam,there is
only one Nachiyar with the God and She gets precedence over
the Perumal in all respects. Usually Bhoodevi and Sridevi will be
standing on either side of the utsava vigrahas, but this is missing
in this holy spot What is more interesting is that the utsava
Thayar is seen standing^about 3" ahead of the utsavamurthi
Perumal! Even when the Kal Garudar procession is taken round
the streets, the Goddess riding on a silver Hamsa vahanam
precedes the Garuda vahanam of the Perumal. It is said that
this priority given to Nachiyar is because of the boon obtained
from Perumal by Medhavi Rishi, the foster father of Nachiyar.
Is it any wonder that this place is well known more as Nachiyar
koil rather than as Thiru Naraiyur? In Tamil, this place is
referred to as Pen Arasu Nadu. Literally translated this means
it is a kingdom where the lady rules. Honours are first given
to the Goddess. Neither is there any separate shrine for Andal
here.